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Linkwood gets into tune

Piper Emma Paterson plays as councillor Sonya Warren and P3 pupil James Kennedy cut the first turf

Construction work is under way on the new £12.8 million Linkwood primary school in south Elgin for
Moray Council with the steel work for the new building taking shape.
All 75 pupils from the existing school were joined by teachers, parents and councillors for a ceremonial
turf cutting on site, before hub North Scotland’s main contractor for the project, Balfour Beatty, began
works.
The new school will accommodate up to 462-pupils and is being built to take account of new housing
developments under way and planned for south Elgin.
The new school will also include Additional Support Needs provision for up to 12 pupils, once it’s
completed in 2020. Space will also be provided for 40 children in the nursery.
Pupils will be able to enjoy an outdoor roof terrace and outside play areas as well as an allotment and
learning in an outdoor classroom.
A wetland habitat area featuring aquatic and wetland meadow planting will include a sustainable
drainage system, and solar panels will be installed on the roof of the building.

Bird’s eye view of new Alness Academy

The old and the new: steel work is complete on the new academy with the current school sitting behind it

Steel work for the new £34 million Alness Academy in Ross-shire has been completed and
progress is well under way to make the building wind and water tight.
This aerial photograph shows the layout of the new development with the current school sitting
in the background. hub North Scotland is delivering the new school on behalf of The Highland
Council with Kier Construction as the main contractor.
The first phase of the project is due for completion next Spring. The new school will cater for up
to 600-pupils and will also have community facilities including a six-lane swimming pool, a
games hall, gym and two floodlit 3G sports pitches. Once the new school building is completed
and open, the existing school will be demolished to make way for the new sports pitches.

Another view of the site looking over the Cromarty Firth
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Landmark for Aviemore & Skye projects

How the Badenoch & Strathspey Community Hospital and Health Centre will look when complete

Major landmarks have been reached for the new Badenoch & Strathspey Community Hospital and Health
Care Centre in Aviemore and the Skye, Lochalsh & South West Ross Community Hospital at Broadford.
A turf cutting ceremony by community representatives from Aviemore, Grantown and Kingussie has been
held on the Aviemore site to mark the start of work there and construction will also begin shortly at the
Skye site.
The developments are being delivered by hub North Scotland on behalf of NHS Highland in a £40 million
bundle with Balfour Beatty as the main contractor for the construction with Edinburgh-based Oberlanders
and Rural Design from Portree as architects.
The Badenoch & Strathspey community hospital and Aviemore medical practice will include 24 inpatient
beds, 12 consulting/treatment rooms, three Minor Injuries/Out-of-Hours treatment rooms, a Scottish
Ambulance Service base, X-ray facilities, an outpatient department with six consulting/clinic rooms; a
group therapy room; physiotherapy gym; podiatry and dental rooms; allied health professionals including
physiotherapy, occupational therapy, podiatry, speech and language and dietetics plus an office base for
NHS Highland community integrated teams and Highland Council care and learning staff.
Skye’s new hospital will have 24-beds, a midwife-led community maternity unit, a minor injuries unit, a
dental surgery, x-ray and ultrasound facilities.
The site for the new Skye hospital is located between the current Dr Mackinnon Memorial Hospital and
Broadford Health Centre.

An image of the new Skye, Lochalsh and South West Ross Hospital
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Hub projects win awards recognition

Orchard Brae School

Inverurie Community Campus

Lossiemouth High School

The excellence of hub North Scotland
projects has been recognised with
several recently making the finals of
renowned industry competitions.
Orchard Brae School in Aberdeen, which
was designed by JM Architects, was
shortlisted by the Royal Incorporation of
Architects in Scotland (RIAS) as one of
the best buildings in Scotland for 2019.
The £17.5 million school was delivered
by hub North Scotland on behalf of
Aberdeen City Council with Ogilvie
Construction as the main contractor.
RIAS selected a shortlist of 19 for the
award and the list includes prestigious
projects such as the V&A Museum in
Dundee and the new Macallan Distillery
and visitor centre at Craigellachie on
Speyside.
Orchard Brae was designed as a centre
of excellence for 120 pupils and young
people with severe and complex
educational and medical needs.
The North Schools programme to
deliver new secondary schools at
Alness, Lossiemouth and Inverurie was
shortlisted for best education project in
the Partnership Awards in London.
The Partnership Awards are open to
projects in Europe, the Middle East and
Africa and attracts a large number of
entries.
The North Schools programme will
deliver £131 million of school estate in a
unique local authority collaboration
with The Highland Council, Moray
Council and Aberdeenshire Council.
All three local authorities were
shortlisted for Public Sector Team of the
Year and hub North was shortlisted for
Sponsor/Developer of the Year at the
same awards.

Alness Academy
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Inverurie Campus passes half way stage

Landmark building: the Inverurie Community Campus has become a prominent feature in the heart of the town

The £55 million Inverurie Community
Campus has passed the half way stage
with the building wind and water tight
and the internal fit out well under way.
hub North Scotland is delivering the 1600pupil school and community facilities for
Aberdeenshire Council with Robertson
Construction as the main contractor.
The new building will have four swimming
pools – a six-lane competition pool, a
training pool, a warm water pool and a
hydrotherapy pool.
There will also be more than 360 rooms,
multiple community spaces, creative
hubs, dispersed dining areas and learning
plazas.
In addition, there is a sports hall, a
community café, a 3G sports pitch and a
replacement for the current St Andrews
Additional Support Needs school.
Work is due for completion in Spring next
year, followed by the demolition of the
adjoining current Inverurie Academy to
create the sports pitches.

Above: the interior takes shape. Below: water test in the main pool
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New Lossiemouth school shows steel

The steel work for the new £42 million Lossiemouth High School is well under way, alongside the site of
the existing school.
hub North Scotland’s main contractor Balfour Beatty are progressing well with the project, which is being
delivered on behalf of Moray Council. The new school will cater for up to 800-pupils with phase one due
to be ready in 2020.
As well as having fantastic new facilities, the building will also have a swimming pool, a community centre,
sports hall, a public library and a 3G sports pitch.

Inverurie Academy pupils find trade route to success

A group of fourth year pupils from Inverurie Academy found the perfect classroom – right next
door on the site of the new £55 million Inverurie Community Campus.
hub North Scotland’s main contractor Robertson Construction set up a Trade Route Group to
teach the pupils construction trade skills and give them invaluable work experience with site
staff and sub-contractors.
The pupils also built a hut on site from scratch, which was later donated to the Inverurie Men’s
Shed. Several got apprentice interviews as a result of their involvement in the programme.
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